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CGA PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
DEAR COMPETITORS,
Congratulations on making the field of the 111th California Amateur Championship! The Southern and 
Northern California Golf Associations combine each year under the umbrella of the California Golf 
Association to conduct six men’s and women’s statewide championships, including the California Ama-
teur Championship.  After 1,053 players registered to participate in 12 qualifying events throughout 
the state, you are one of 156 players entering 36 holes of stroke play in an attempt to gain one of the 
coveted 32 match play spots.  One of you will eventually have your name engraved on the same tro-
phy as past winners Xander Schauffele, Jason Gore, Mark O’Meara, John Cook and two-time winners 
Bobby Clampett and Ken Venturi. Dozens of PGA TOUR members have competed in the California 
Amateur, so you are in very good company.

It is a pleasure to welcome you to our host site this year, Big Canyon CC. Big Canyon is a great test that 
has hosted the 2014 U.S. Senior Amateur, the 2012 SCGA Amateur, and numerous USGA qualifiers. 
Originally designed in 1971 by renowned architect Robert Muir Graves, the course was recently reno-
vated by John Harbottle. Tiger Woods was granted a lifetime membership when he was a teenager and 
played and practiced at the course for many years while he lived in California. The course will be both 
a beautiful and challenging site for the Championship. The Club’s membership and staff are absolutely 
committed to making this one of the most memorable events of your golfing career, and we know you 
will be wowed by the entire experience.  

Following is important information on all aspects of the championship. Please review the information, as 
it is intended to help make your championship experience go as smoothly as possible. If there is anything 
you need, please reach out to the club or championship staff.

Good luck to you all!

Bob Livingstone
President, California Golf Association
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BIG CANYON CC PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
DEAR CALIFORNIA AMATEUR CHAMPIONSHIP COMPETITORS,
On behalf of the Board of Directors, membership, and staff of Big Canyon Country Club, it is 
an honor to host the 111th California Amateur Championship. 

We hope the participants will find the course to be an excellent test of golf and that the play-
ers’ families and spectators alike will enjoy watching California’s finest amateurs compete for 
this prestigious prize.  

We especially want to thank the staff, the member volunteer committees, and the SCGA, all of 
whom have worked diligently to ensure a successful championship. 

We are pleased to have you here and look forward to demonstrating the hospitality for which 
Big Canyon Country Club is known.

Sincerely,

Will Tipton
President, Big Canyon Country Club
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COURSE OVERVIEW 

BIG CANYON COUNTRY CLUB
CLUB ESTABLISHED: 1971

ARCHITECT: Robert M. Graves, John Harbottle redesign

GENERAL MANAGER: Jeremy Samson

HEAD GOLF PROFESSIONAL: Robert Pang

DIRECTOR OF AGRONOMY: Bobby Gluck

GREENS: Poa Annua

FAIRWAYS: Tifway II Bermuda

ROUGH: Bandera Bermuda 

COURSE RATING: 74.9

SLOPE: 136

YARDAGE: 7,061

PAR: 72

COURSE RECORD: 58 - Fred Couples 

BIG CANYON COUNTRY CLUB

1 BIG CANYON DRIVE

NEWPORT BEACH, CA

(949) 644-5404

bigcanyoncc.org 

https://www.bigcanyoncc.org/default.aspx?p=DynamicModule&PageId=397069&ssid=319774&vnf=1
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COURSE MAP 

HOLE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 OUT

YARDAGE 388 531 164 410 358 557 190 465 393 3,456

PAR 4 5 3 4 4 5 3 4 4 36

HOLE 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 IN TOTAL

YARDAGE 409 428 202 392 387 235 572 464 516 3,605 7,061

PAR 4 4 3 4 4 3 5 4 5 36 72
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Big Canyon CC, established in 
1971, is a private club in urban 
Southern California with over 
1,000 members, of which over 
600 are golfing memberships. 
The club has hosted qualifying 
for many USGA championships, 
including eight U.S. Amateur 
qualifiers, three U.S. Women’s 
Mid-Amateurs, four U.S. Open 
Final Qualifiers, and U.S. Senior 
Amateur Qualifying. Big Can-
yon was the site of the 1996 Pa-
cific-10 Conference Men’s Golf 
Championship, the 2002 SCGA 
Mid-Amateur Championship, the 
2012 SCGA Amateur Champi-
onship, the 2014 U.S. Senior 
Amateur, and is this year’s 
host to the California Amateur 
Championship. 

Several top ranked golfers have called Big Canyon C.C. their home course including Tiger Woods from 
age 15 until he moved to Florida. John Cook, the 1975 California Amateur Champion, and Fred Couples 
both call Big Canyon CC their home course. Two-time U.S. Mid-Amateur Champion and three-time Walker 
Cup member Stewart Hagestad grew up playing Big Canyon and currently is a Junior Member. 

BIG CANYON CC HISTORY 

The 113th SCGA Amateur Championship took place at Big Canyon CC in 
2012, featuring runner ups Kevin Fitzgerald (left), Scott McGihon, amateur 
champion Bhavik Patel, Xander Schauffele and Stewart Hagestad. 

Big Canyon CC member, John Cook, won the 
1975 California Amateur Championship at 
Pebble Beach Golf Links. 

Big Canyon CC has served hosts to U.S. Open Final Qualifying 
four times, where Stewart Hagestad qualified in 2017 and 2019. 

mailto:https://www.golfleaguegenius.com/pages/6964280951262172012?subject=
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS AND FORMAT

MONDAY, JUNE 27 
ROUND 1 - STROKE PLAY
156 players (playing in groups of three)
7:30 – 9:30 a.m. (Holes 1 & 10)
12:30 – 2:30 p.m. (Holes 1 & 10) 

TUESDAY, JUNE 28 
ROUND 2 - STROKE PLAY
156 players (playing in groups of three)
7:30 – 9:30 a.m. (Holes 1 & 10)                            
12:30 – 2:30 p.m. (Holes 1 & 10) 

*Playoff to determine final qualifying spot for match play 
immediately following conclusion of Round 2.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 29
ROUND OF 32: MATCH PLAY
7:30 - 10 a.m. (Hole 1)

THURSDAY, JUNE 30
ROUND OF 16: MATCH PLAY
7:30 – 8:40 a.m. (Hole 1)   

FRIDAY, JULY 1
QUARTERFINALS: MATCH PLAY
7:30 – 8 a.m. (Hole 1)   

SEMIFINALS: MATCH PLAY
1 – 1:10 p.m. (Hole 1)  

SATURDAY, JULY 2
36-HOLE FINAL: MATCH PLAY	
7:30 a.m. / 12:30 p.m. (Hole 1) 

*Awards ceremony will immediately 
follow the final match.
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PLAYER INFORMATION
STARTING TIMES AND PAIRINGS
•	 Starting times and pairings will be e-mailed 

to players and posted online at scga.org and 
ncga.org one week in advance of the cham-
pionship. 

•	 The lead group should plan to be at their 
assigned tee 10 minutes in advance of their 
starting time. Subsequent groups are encour-
aged to arrive once the preceding group has 
teed off. Players arriving late will be penal-
ized under Rule 5.3a of the Rules of Golf. For 
example, the 9:00 a.m. starting time is de-
fined as 9:00:00, and players arriving after 
that time are considered late. 

PRACTICE ROUNDS 
•	 One complimentary practice round will be 

issued to each championship contestant.
•	 Once the championship field is finalized, players will be provided instructions as to how to secure a 

practice round reservation through the Event Portal.
•	 Please note, practice rounds are for players only. Players may bring a caddie, but the caddie may not 

play. Players should not contact Big Canyon CC to arrange a practice round. 

TEES AND HOLE YARDAGES
Play will predominantly be from the course’s black yardages; 
however, there will be significant variety throughout the cham-
pionship. Click here for hole-by-hole yardages.

PARKING AND REGISTRATION
•	 Ample parking is available at the facility. 
•	 All participants must check in at the registration table lo-

cated near the practice putting green on either Sunday, 
June 26 (12 – 3 p.m.) or Monday, June 27 beginning at 
6 a.m.

DRIVING RANGE & PRACTICE FACILITIES
The driving range and practice facilities will be open by 6 
a.m. each day of the championship.

LOCKER ROOM
•	 Each player will be issued a locker that can be used 

throughout the championship.
•	 The locker room will be available by 6:30 a.m. each 

day. 

mailto:https://www.golfleaguegenius.com/pages/6964280951262172012?subject=
http://scga.org
http://ncga.org
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/8053745822476554925
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DRESS CODE
Appropriate golf attire must be worn, including 
adhering to any club-specific policies.

FOOD SERVICE
•	 Grab and go breakfast items will be 

available for purchase each day of the 
championship. 

•	 Lunch will be hosted each day of the 
championship for participating players 
from 11:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.

•	 Caddies and spectators may purchase 
breakfast or lunch options and dine with 
their player.

•	 Major credit cards will be accepted for 
F&B purchases.        

GOLF SHOP PURCHASES
Major credit cards will be accepted for all 
purchases on property.      

SPECTATOR INFORMATION
•	 Spectators are welcome and encouraged 

to attend the California Amateur Championship.
•	 If spectators have any questions leading up to the event, please contact the SCGA Champion-

ships & Golf Operations Department at champs@scga.org.  

CADDIES
Players may provide their own caddie (see section on Automotive Transportation below). 

MOBILE DEVICE POLICY
•	 Players, caddies, and spectators should turn mobile devices off or to silent mode while on the 

property and limit calls to inside their vehicle.  
•	 Live scoring will be available throughout the championship at scga.org and ncga.org. 

PHOTO GALLERY
Professional photos will be taken throughout the championship. Photos will be available online 
and are available for download at scga.pixieset.com.

LODGING
The host hotel for the championship is the Irvine Marriott. Reservations should be made as soon 
as possible – no later than June 10 – by clicking here. 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bigcanyoncc.org%2FDefault.aspx%3Fp%3Ddynamicmodule%26pageid%3D397095%26ssid%3D319818%26vnf%3D1&data=05%7C01%7CJNinnemann%40scga.org%7C209dcc19c18b48c495fe08da3d10dc04%7Cf30d005aaa3f4cce8912ea1f6de0afdd%7C0%7C0%7C637889439898556094%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3zrJxDZCKDT1IuP5%2FHWx6UAKYXZiO1R97AfO7xHVLDA%3D&reserved=0
mailto:champs%40scga.org?subject=
http://www.scga.org/
http://ncga.org. 
http://scga.pixieset.com.
https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1647889260464&key=GRP&app=resvlink
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POLICIES
RULES OF PLAY
•	 Prior to participating, participants 

must review the Policies & Procedures.
•	 The Rules of Golf as approved by the 

USGA and the R&A govern play.
•	 Local Rules and Terms of the Compe-

tition can be found on the CGA Hard 
Card and the Notice to Players that 
will be distributed onsite.	

•	 Click here to review the CGA Pace of 
Play Policy.

GOLF CARTS & PUSH/PULL CARTS
•	 During a round, a player must not ride on any form of motorized transportation except as 

authorized or later approved by the Committee. Model Local Rule G-6. 
•	 Players seeking to use a golf cart due to a medical or ADA-related reason must contact the 

SCGA in advance of the championship. 
•	 Pull or push carts (including motorized pull or push carts) are allowed.

CADDIES
•	 Players may provide their own caddie 

for the championship proper.
•	 Refer to the Practice Round Memo for 

details regarding caddies at practice 
rounds.

CANCELLATION POLICY
•	 To withdraw for any reason prior to 

the start of the championship, a player 
must notify the SCGA Championships 
& Golf Operations Department at 
champs@scga.org or (818) 980-3630. 

•	 Failure to notify tournament staff will 
subject the player to suspension from 
future CGA competitions. 

•	 Refund Policy:
	 o   Cancelation prior to the entry closing date: Full refund less a $20 administrative fee. 
	 o   Cancelation after the entry closing date and more than 48 hours prior to the start of 		
              the competition: 50% of the entry fee.
	 o   Cancelation within 48 hours of the start of the competition: No refund.
	

http://www.scga.org/tournaments/tournament-policies-rules
https://www.usga.org/rules-hub.html
http://www.scga.org/pdfs/RC/Misc/CGAHardCard
http://www.scga.org/pdfs/RC/Misc/CGAHardCard
http://www.scga.org/pdfs/RC/Misc/SCGAPaceOfPlay
http://www.scga.org/pdfs/RC/Misc/SCGAPaceOfPlay
mailto:champs%40scga.org?subject=
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PACE OF PLAY POLICY
The Tournament Committee at each competition will determine 
the maximum allowable time each group is permitted to play 
the round. This time will be posted on each player’s scorecard 
and each player is expected to maintain a pace faster than the 
maximum allowable time. The round ends when all players in 
the group have holed out at the final hole. In four-ball stroke 
play, the round ends when all sides complete the final hole, 
either by both partners holing out or by one partner holing out 
on the final hole and the other partner choosing not to do so.

LEAD GROUP(S):

The lead group(s) must finish their round within the maximum 
allowable time established by the committee. If they finish 
over the maximum allowable time, each player will be assessed a penalty of two strokes to their 
score for the final hole.

	» Exception: If the lead group is held up by play that was sent out before them, or play that be-
gan on another starting hole, they will be exempt from penalty if they finish over their maximum 
allowable time but within 14 minutes of the group in front of them.

SUBSEQUENT GROUPS:

Subsequent groups must finish their round within the maximum 
allowable time established by the committee. If they finish 
over the maximum allowable time, they must finish within 14 
minutes of the group in front of them. If they finish over the 
maximum allowable time and more than 14 minutes behind 
the group in front of them, each player will be assessed a 
penalty of two strokes to their score for the final hole.

EXEMPTIONS FROM PENALTY:

If a group does not finish within their maximum allowable 
time due to circumstances beyond their control (such as a 
ruling or a ball search on the final hole, or any other circum-
stances which the Committee deems to be exceptional) but 
was otherwise in position during the play of the final four 
holes, the Committee may be justified in waiving the penalty. Being in position means to be at a 
point on the course within 14 minutes of when the group in front of you was at that same point.

Any group that has a slow, deliberate, or non-responsive player may report the player to SCGA 
officials at any time during the round and the player will be monitored. If the tournament commit-
tee identifies that a player (or players) in the group is the cause of the group failing to maintain 
pace of play and determines other players are playing within the requirements of this policy, those 
meeting the requirements of this policy may be absolved from penalty while others may not.

THE CGA TOURNAMENT COMMITTEE RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REVIEW ALL PENALTY SITUATIONS.
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LOCAL RULES AND TERMS 
OF THE COMPETITION
The Rules of Golf as approved by the United States Golf Association and R&A Rules Limited govern play. These Local Rules and Terms of the Competition 
are in effect at all CGA championships and qualifying rounds. See applicable championship or qualifying round Notice to Players and Entry Application 
for modifications or additions to these Local Rules and Terms of the Competition. Complete text of the Rules and Local Rules may be found in the Official 
Guide to the Rules of Golf, effective January 2019.

Unless otherwise noted, the penalty for breach of a Local Rule is the general penalty.

OUT OF BOUNDS — Defined by the line between the course-side points of 
white stakes and fence posts at ground level. 

PENALTY AREAS — When a penalty area is defined on only one side, it 
extends to infinity. When a penalty area is connected to the out-of-bounds 
edge, the penalty area extends to and coincides with out of bounds. 

GROUND UNDER REPAIR – Defined by white lines. French drains are 
ground under repair. 

Ground under repair may include areas of unusual damage but only 
when so declared by an authorized member of the Committee. When 
immediately adjacent to an immovable obstruction, such an area is part of 
that obstruction.

RELIEF FROM SEAMS OF CUT TURF (SOD SEAMS)  — Model Local Rule 
F-7 as prescribed in Section 8 of the Committee Procedures is in effect.

AERATION HOLES  – Model Local Rule E-4 as prescribed in Section 8 
ofthe Committee Procedures is in effect.

EDGING GROOVES  – – Model Local Rule F-19 as prescribed in Section 
8 of the Committee Procedures is in effect. 

WHITE-LINED AREAS TYING INTO ARTIFICIALLY SURFACED ROADS AND 
PATHS —White-lined areas of ground under repair and the artificially 
surfaced roads, paths or other identified obstructions that they are 
connected to are a single abnormal course condition when taking relief 
under Rule 16.1. 

WOOD CHIPS AND MULCH – Are loose impediments. 

INTEGRAL OBJECTS – Include artificial walls and pilings when located in 
penalty areas or in or adjacent to bunkers. 

PROHIBITING USE OF CERTAIN TYPES OF SHOES  – Local Rule 
asprescribed in Section 8 of the Committee Procedures is in effect. 
ModelLocal Rule G-7. 

LIST OF CONFORMING DRIVER HEADS  – Model Local Rule G-7 as 
prescribed in Section 8 of the Committee Procedures is in effect. 

BROKEN OR SIGNIFICANTLY DAMAGED CLUB  – Model Local Rule G-9  
as prescribed in the Clarifications to the 2019 Rules of Golf is in effect. 

BACK-ON-THE-LINE-RELIEF  – Model Local Rule E-12 as prescribed in the 
Clarifications to the 2019 Rules of Golf is in effect.

LIMITING WHEN STROKE MADE FROM PUTTING GREEN MUST BE 
REPLAYED UNDER EXCEPTION 2 TO RULE 11.1B  – Model Local Rule D-7 
as prescribed in the Clarifications to the 2019 Rules of Golf is in effect. 

PRACTICE — Prior to and after a round in stroke play, a player may 
practice on the designated practice areas. Rule 5.2b covering practice 
in stroke play is modified in this way: A player may not practice on the 
competition course before or between rounds. Penalty for breach of Local 
Rule, see Rule 5.2.

PACE OF PLAY – See separate memorandum to players for pace of play 
policy. 

STOPPING AND RESUMING PLAY  – Local Rule as prescribed in Section 
8 of the Committee Procedures is in effect. Model Local Rule J-1. 

All practice areas are closed during an immediate suspension for a 
dangerous situation until the Committee has declared them open. Players 
who practice on closed practice areas will be asked to stop practicing; 
failure to stop practicing might result in disqualification. 

An immediate suspension will be signaled by one prolonged air horn note. 
All other types of suspension will be signaled by three consecutive air horn 
notes. Resumption of play will be signaled by two short air horn notes. 

WHEN COMPETITION IS FINAL:                                                      
Stroke Play: When the results and/or qualifiers and alternates have been 
determined. At championships, when the awards have been presented.                                                 
Match Play: When the result of a match has been reported to, and verified 
by, the committee.

CODE OF CONDUCT* – By submitting an entry for any CGA-administered 
event, the contestant understands that his/her participation is at the sole 
discretion of the CGA. A contestant may be removed from an event either 
before or during the event at the sole discretion of the CGA. Incidents of 
unbecoming conduct or actions deemed to be detrimental to the image 
of the CGA or the “Spirit of the Game” are grounds for such removal and 
suspension from future CGA-administered events. 

These include, but are not limited to, the following: 

•	 Willful damage of the golf course or golf course property 
•	 Club throwing or unnecessary club tossing 
•	 Offensive or unbecoming language 
•	 Public criticism of golf course or verbal abuse of CGA staff, officials, 

volunteers, host club staff or other contestants 
•	 Potential endangerment of others 
•	 Conduct deemed unbecoming 
•	 Failure to post scores for handicapping purposes 
•	 Manipulation of scores posted for handicapping purposes

*The Committee may disqualify a player for serious misconduct in failing 
to meet the Code’s standards.

PENALTY FOR BREACH OF CODE OF CONDUCT

First Offense: Warning

Second Offense: Disqualification

https://www.usga.org/content/usga/home-page/rules/rules-2019/rules-of-golf/rules-and-interpretations.html#!ruletype=cp&section=rule&rulenum=8
https://www.usga.org/content/usga/home-page/rules/rules-2019/rules-of-golf/rules-and-interpretations.html#!ruletype=cp&section=rule&rulenum=8
https://www.usga.org/content/usga/home-page/rules/rules-2019/rules-of-golf/rules-and-interpretations.html#!ruletype=cp&section=rule&rulenum=8
https://www.usga.org/content/usga/home-page/rules/rules-2019/rules-of-golf/rules-and-interpretations.html#!ruletype=cp&section=rule&rulenum=8
https://www.usga.org/content/usga/home-page/rules/rules-2019/rules-of-golf/rules-and-interpretations.html#!ruletype=cp&section=rule&rulenum=8
https://www.usga.org/content/usga/home-page/rules/rules-2019/rules-of-golf/rules-and-interpretations.html#!ruletype=cp&section=rule&rulenum=8
https://www.usga.org/content/usga/home-page/rules/rules-2019/rules-of-golf/rules-and-interpretations.html#!ruletype=cp&section=rule&rulenum=8
https://www.usga.org/content/usga/home-page/rules/rules-2019/rules-of-golf/rules-and-interpretations.html#!ruletype=cp&section=rule&rulenum=8
https://www.usga.org/content/usga/home-page/rules/rules-2019/rules-of-golf/rules-and-interpretations.html#!ruletype=cp&section=rule&rulenum=8
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CHAMPIONSHIP EXEMPTIONS
California Senior Amateur Championship Exemptions
	» Past 10 California Amateur Champions
	» 	2021 California Amateur Championship (Match Play Qualifiers)	
	» 	2021 California Senior Amateur Champion
	» 	2022 CIF State Boys High School Champion

NCGA & SCGA Championships
	» 2021 NCGA Amateur Match Play Championship (Quarterfinalists)
	» 	2021 SCGA Amateur Championship (Top-10 finishers)
	» 	2021 NCGA Amateur Champion
	» 	2021 NCGA Amateur Stroke Play Champion
	» 	2021 NCGA Mid-Amateur Champion
	» 	2021 NCGA Public Links Champion
	» 	2021 NCGA Junior Champion
	» 	2021 SCGA Amateur Champion
	» 	2022 SCGA Mid-Amateur Champion
	» 	2021 SCGA Match Play Champion
	» 2021 SCGA Public Links Champion
	» 	2021 Southern California Junior Amateur Golf Champion

USGA Championships
NCGA/SCGA members who qualified for Match Play at the 2021 U.S. Amateur, U.S. 
Mid-Amateur, or U.S. Junior Amateur Championships

Ranking Systems
	» 	2021 NCGA Player of the Year Points List (top-10 finishers)
	» 	2021 SCGA Player of the Year Points List (top-10 finishers)				  
	» 	NCGA/SCGA members listed in the top 500 on the WAGR as of March 30, 2022

Miscellaneous

Special Exemptions as selected by the NCGA/SCGA



15

2021 CHAMPIONSHIP RECAP
NOAH WOOLSEY ADDS NAME TO LONG LIST 
OF CALIFORNIA LEGENDS

Throughout the week, 22-year-old Pleasanton 
resident Noah Woolsey kept telling himself to 
believe. By the time it was over, it happened.

A senior at the University of Washington, the 
No.2 seed Woolsey erased an early three-hole 
deficit and came storming back to win the 110th 
California Amateur Championship over No.4 
Wes Payne, 2 and 1, on a hot Saturday at The 
Preserve Golf Club in Carmel Valley.

Woolsey, who joins a list of California Amateur 
champions that includes Johnny Miller, Mark 
O’Meara and two-time winner Bobby Clampett, 
hadn’t won an event since 2019. Clampett, who 
grew up in Carmel Valley, was among the spec-
tators taking in the action.

“The whole week, I was just walking down the 
fairway telling myself, ‘You can do this’, over 
and over and over. It kind of calmed me down.” 
said Woolsey, who was rooted on by among others his mom, Miegen, and dad, Phil. “It’s pretty crazy. I had 
a former California Amateur champ walking down the fairway with me. Just an incredible week.”

A day after earning a spot in the 36-final via a gritty semifinals win on the 21st hole, Woolsey would 
quickly find himself down three holes after he opened the morning 18 holes with three consecutive bo-
geys. He’d twice cut the lead back to 1-up, but entered the break down three when Payne responded 
with a pair of birdies of his own on holes Nos. 16 and 17.

It was time again to just believe.

“My parents and others gave me a lot of encouragement, and I knew there was still a lot of golf left,” said Wool-
sey, a former member of the Junior Tour of Northern California. “I reminded myself that I had come back in the 
semifinals and won. So why couldn’t I do that again?”

Through the first four holes of the second 18, Payne, a 31-year-old real estate agent from San Francisco, held 
firm. But then on both holes Nos. 5 and 6, Payne made bogey after coming up short of the green with his ap-
proach and three-putting, respectively. The lead was suddenly just 1-up.

A hole later on the par-4 7th, Woolsey kept the pedal to the metal by holing our from 106 yards for an eagle 
to tie the match. “When I holed out that flipped things around for sure,” Woolsey said.”It was like all the holes 
before didn’t matter.”

Still riding the momentum, Woolsey would go on to take his first lead of the match on the 28th) hole 
(par-4 10th) when Payne’s second shot bounded into the thick rough to the right of the green, leading to 
another bogey. Suddenly holding his first lead of the match, Woolsey kept it going with a birdie win on 
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the 11th and a par win on the 14th to take a 
commanding 3-up lead.

Payne, the runner-up at last year’s NCGA 
Amateur Championship at Spyglass Hill, did 
cut the deficit back to 1-up with a par win on 
the 15th and a birdie win on the par-3 16th. 
But Woolsey yet again refused to give in. On 
the par-5 17th, still holding a 1-up lead, Wool-
sey hit a terrific pitch shot from just below the 
green to within a few feet of the flagstick to 
save par. Payne, meanwhile, could only watch 
as his own pitch attempt landed short, rolling 
back off the green and eventually leading to a 
bogey.

“I just played bad in the afternoon. There’s no 
other way around it,” said a dejected Payne 
afterwards. “I putted awful, and I hit some 
shots that I didn’t hit all week.”

Woolsey, meanwhile, will head to among other events such as the Pacific Coast Amateur with some extra 
confidence. And belief in himself. Earlier in the week, he was as member of Team NCGA Pacific Coast 
Amateur,

“I’m exhausted but also so excited,” he said. “I didn’t ever get fazed, even when I was down three 
through three. I just kept believing in myself.”

NOAH WOOLSEY
2021 CALIFORNIA AMATEUR CHAMPION
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BIG CANYON CC Q&A 

PAST CHAMPIONS AND CURRENT BIG CANYON CC MEMBERS DON DUBOIS AND JORDAN 
NASSER PROVIDE THEIR SENTIMENTS ON THE CALIFORNIA AMATEUR BEING HELD AT THEIR 
HOME CLUB:
 

Q: What did it mean for you to win the California Amateur Championship?

NASSER: Winning the California Amateur is the highlight of my golfing career. Growing up in Southern 
California, I always wanted to be a part of this event. Having the chance to compete and win at Pebble 
Beach was a dream come true.

DUBOIS: This was a lifelong goal of mine to win the State Amateur as I played my first one when I was 
16. To win it 30 years after my first attempt was a truly great feeling!

Q: How did that victory support your development and golfing career? 

NASSER: Being a California State Amateur Champion opened a lot of doors for me to play in elite 
tournaments at fantastic courses around the nation. I am so thankful for those opportunities as well as for 
getting the chance to meet so many amazing people along the way. 

DUBOIS: Well it was fun to do it late in life and share it with family and get invited to the Crump Cup at 
Pine Valley.

Q: What are your lasting memories of your winning performance? 

NASSER: Having my dad on my bag and my mom walking alongside me for the entire event is a mem-
ory I will always cherish. My parents have always supported me and my golf career, and it was such an 
incredible feeling getting to celebrate the win with both of them. 

DUBOIS: Coming back in the semifinals, one down, two to go with a birdie on 17 and winning on 17 in 
the championship match.
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BIG CANYON CC Q&A 

 
Q: Past champions include the likes of Ken Venturi, 
Johnny Miller, John Cook, Mark O’Meara, and Xander 
Schauffele. How does it feel to have your name on that 
same trophy? 

NASSER: I am always humbled and amazed to be a part of 
the group of champions. When I was young, I looked up to 
Southern California Amateur legends like Don DuBois, Tim 
Hogarth, and Ed Cuff. To have my name on the same trophy 
as them and many other great champions is a true honor.

DUBOIS: The State Amateur has always been special to me 
and to be on the wall at Pebble Beach is an honor.

Q: What does this event mean to amateur golf in the 
state of California? 

NASSER: I believe the SCGA and NCGA are among the fin-
est golf associations in the country, and they put on the best 
State Amateur Championship in the nation. If you are from 
California, this is a “must play” event showcasing some of the 
best courses in the state.

DUBOIS: It is the ultimate test outside of USGA events for those of us who grew up in California.

Q: You were the last two champions of this event 
when it was played at Pebble Beach Golf Links. 
Now that this event rotates between Southern and 
Northern California, what does it mean to play this 
championship at your home club?  

NASSER: Big Canyon Country Club is a special place that 
has given me so many memories with my children, friends, 
and family. My wife and I got married at Big Canyon 
a couple of weeks after the 2012 SCGA Amateur was 
held there, and 10 years later I am so excited to have the 
state Amateur at my home club! It is a wonderful match 
play course and will provide a great test for the field. The 
course will be in fantastic shape in June. I think players 
will find the membership, facilities, and staff is second to 
none. 

DUBOIS: Very excited to see Big Canyon host the 
championship and have their piece of California 
golfing history! Hopefully, our slick, tough greens will 
produce a great champion. 

Don DuBois, 2005 California Amateur 
Champion at Pebble Beach Golf Links.

Jordan Nasser, 2006 California Amateur 
Champion at Pebble Beach Golf Links.
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PAST CHAMPIONS

YEAR CHAMPION RUNNER-UP MARGIN MEDALIST SITE

2021 Noah Woolsey Weston Payne 2&1 Christian Banke The Preserve GC

2020 Joey Vrzich Charlie Reiter 3&2 Stephen Hale Torrey Pines GC

2019 William Mouw Christian Banke 4&2 Sean Yu Monterey 
Peninsula CC

2018 Bobby Bucey Hidetoshi Yoshihara 1 up Cody Hall Omni La Costa 
Resort & Spa

2017 PJ Samiere Noah Norton 1 up Eddy Lai The Olympic Club

2016 Shintaro Ban Hidetoshi Yoshihara 5 & 4 Bryan Baumgarten 
Andrew Levitt Valencia CC

2015 Shotaro Ban Joshua Sedeno 5 & 4 Satch Herrmann Lake Merced GC

2014 Xander Schauffele Beau Hossler 2 up Jason Anthony Omni La Costa 
Resort & Spa 

2013 Cory McElyea Bryson Dechambeau 3 & 2 Corey Pereira 
Xander Schauffele

Monterey 
Peninsula CC

2012 Kevin Marsh Ben Geyer 4 & 3 Bhavik Patel La Cumbre CC

2011 Bhavik Patel Kevin Wentworth 8 & 6 Philip Chian The Olympic Club

2010 Scott Travers Harry Rudolph III 4 & 3 Scott Almquist 
Kevin Fitzgerald

Rancho Santa Fe 
GC & 
La Jolla CC

2009 Geoff Gonzalez Jeff Wilson 3 & 2 Geoff Gonzalez 
Nick Delio Lake Merced GC

2008 Nick Delio Austin Roberts 7 & 5
Matt Hoffenberg 
Alex Kim 
Scott McGihon

Lakeside GC &  
Oakmont CC

2007 Josh Anderson Joe Greiner 4 & 3 Blake Trimble Monterey 
Peninsula CC

2006 Jordan Nasser Jeff Gilchrist 3 & 2 Steve Woods Pebble Beach GL

2005 Don DuBois Joseph Bramlett 2 & 1 Jordan Cox Pebble Beach GL

2004 Spencer Levin Mark “Buzz” Peel 4 & 3 Mark Sear Pebble Beach GL

2003 Patrick Nagle Spencer Levin 4 & 3 Roy Moon Pebble Beach GL

2002 Eddie Heinen Jonathan Echols 1 up Don DuBois Pebble Beach GL

2001 Darryl Donovan Travis Johnson 4 & 3 Jeff Wilson Pebble Beach GL

2000 Nick Jones Troy McKinley 2 up Todd Miller 
James Stewart

Bayonet/Black 
Horse GC
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YEAR CHAMPION RUNNER-UP MARGIN MEDALIST SITE

1999 Tim Hogarth Gary Vanier 38 holes Ed Cuff, Jr. 
Steve Conway Pebble Beach GL

1998 Ed Cuff, Jr. Bobby Rodger 5 & 4 Craig Steinberg Pebble Beach GL

1997 Jason Gore Scott Watson 6 & 5 Tim Hogarth Pebble Beach GL

1996 Mark Johnson Brian Crocker 8 & 7 Jeff Gilchrist Pebble Beach GL

1995 Jeff Sanday John Pate 1 up Mark Johnson Pebble Beach GL

1994 Steve Woods Ed Cuff, Jr. 5 & 3 Steve Woods Pebble Beach GL

1993 Casey Boyns Joey Ferrari 2 & 1 Casey Boyns Pebble Beach GL

1992 Todd Demsey David Berganio, Jr. 5 & 4 Harry Rudolph III Pebble Beach GL

1991 Harry Rudolph III Sandy Galbraith 3 & 2 Sandy Galbraith Pebble Beach GL

1990 Charlie Wi Gary Vanier 3 & 2 Mark Johnson 
Paul Stankowski Pebble Beach GL

1989 Casey Boyns Dave Stockton, Jr. 3 & 1 Jerry Michals 
Gary Vanier Pebble Beach GL

1988 Don Parsons Randy Haag 5 & 4 Aaron Meeks Pebble Beach GL

1987 Mike Springer Bob May 4 & 3
Bob Lasken 
Tim Loustalot 
Steve Bogan

Pebble Beach GL

1986 Terrence Miskell Mike Blewett 5 & 4 Dana Banke Pebble Beach GL

1985 Sam Randolph, Jr. Brad Greer 5 & 4 Sam Randolph, Jr. Pebble Beach GL

1984 Duffy Waldorf Mark Phillips 2 & 1 Duffy Waldorf Pebble Beach GL

1983 Kris Moe Tracey Makazaki 8 & 6 Gregg Twiggs Pebble Beach GL

1982 Gary Vanier Bob Blomberg 3 & 2 Corey Pavin Pebble Beach GL

1981 Joe Tamburino Brian Lindley 4 & 2 Mike Barnblatt Pebble Beach GL

1980 Bobby Clampett Jim Kane 6 & 4 Bobby Clampett Pebble Beach GL

1979 Mark O’Meara Lennie Clements 8 & 7 Lennie Clements Pebble Beach GL

1978 Bobby Clampett Ray Pellegrini 5 & 4 Don Levin Pebble Beach GL

1977 Lee Mikles Ted Lyford 2 & 1 Tom Culligan Pebble Beach GL

1976 Mike Brannan Ron Commans 3 & 2 Scott Simpson Pebble Beach GL

1975 John Cook Bob Blomberg 2 & 1 C. Richardson 
Curtis Worley Pebble Beach GL

1974 Curtis Worley Mike Brannan 2 & 1 Craig Stadler Pebble Beach GL

1973 Mike Brannan Dick Runkle 37 holes Mike Brannan Pebble Beach GL

1972 Mac Hunter Bob Roos 2 up Mark Pfeil Pebble Beach GL

1971 Doug Nelson Sandy Galbraith 8 & 7 Sandy Galbraith Pebble Beach GL

1970 Bob Risch Vic Loustalot 39th hole Tom Smith Pebble Beach GL
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YEAR CHAMPION RUNNER-UP MARGIN MEDALIST SITE

1969 Forrest Fezler Steve Stimace 8 & 6 Ted Lyford Pebble Beach GL

1968 Johnny Miller Les Peterson 12 & 10 Les Peterson Pebble Beach GL

1967 Bob E. Smith Jim Rheim 7 & 5 Arne Dokka Pebble Beach GL

1966 Bob Eastwood Vic Loustalot 3 & 2
Bob Eastwood 
Cesar Sanudo 
Jack Bariteau

Pebble Beach GL

1965 Vern Callison Dr. Art Butler 5 & 4 Dr. Art Butler Pebble Beach GL

1964 Steve Opperman Guy Bill 37 holes Ron Cerrudo Pebble Beach GL

1963 Dr. Paul Travis Dick Runkle 3 & 2 Peter Choate Pebble Beach GL

1962 Dick Lotz Ron Cerrudo 5 & 3 John Lotz Pebble Beach GL

1961 John Richardson John Lotz 2 & 1 Pebble Beach GL

1960 Larry Bouchey George Gallios 7 & 5 Dr. Art Butler Pebble Beach GL

1959 Vern Callison Dick Runkle 6 & 4 Don Morgan 
Bob Roos Pebble Beach GL

1958 Eli Bariteau Dan Morgan 1 up Dan Morgan Pebble Beach GL

1957 Tal Smith Dick Giddings 7 & 6 Dr. William O’Neal Pebble Beach GL

1956 Ken Venturi Dr. Frank Taylor 2 & 1 Bob Silvestri 
Ken Venturi Pebble Beach GL

1955 Dr. Frank Taylor Jack Lovegren 3 & 2 Tom Draper Pebble Beach GL

1954 Dr. Frank Taylor Walt Gilliam 3 & 2 Dr. William O’Neal Pebble Beach GL

1953 Gene Littler Dr. Frank Taylor 5 & 4 Ken Venturi Pebble Beach GL

1952 Bob Silvestri Bruce McCormick 1 up Gene Littler Pebble Beach GL

1951 Ken Venturi Dr. Frank Taylor 7 & 6 Bud Holscher Pebble Beach GL

1950 Bob Gardner Willie Barber 7 & 5 Fred Jordan Pebble Beach GL

1949 Mac Hunter Gene Littler 39 holes
Gene Littler 
Tal Smith 
John Dawson

Pebble Beach GL

1948 Eli Beriteau Bob Rosburg 37 holes Russell York Pebble Beach GL

1947 Bob Gardner Smiley Quick 2 & 1 Morgan Fottrell Pebble Beach GL

1946 Bruce McCormick Ernie Pieper, Jr. 2 & 1 Eli Bariteau Pebble Beach GL

1945 Bruce McCormick Jack Nounnan 4 & 3 John Dawson Pebble Beach GL

1944 Ernie Pieper, Jr. Bob Rosburg 5 & 4 Bob Rosburg Pebble Beach GL

1943 Elmer Cites Bob Rosburg 8 & 6 Henry Suico Pebble Beach GL
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YEAR CHAMPION RUNNER-UP MARGIN MEDALIST SITE

1942 John Dawson Bob Gardner 3 & 1 Bud Brownell Pebble Beach GL

1941 Ernie Peiper, Jr. Bob Gardner 4 & 2 Ralph Lomelli Pebble Beach GL

1940 Ed Monaghan Jack Gage 7 & 5 Rennie Kelly Pebble Beach GL

1939 Jack Gage Walt Gilliam 3 & 2 Roger Kelly Pebble Beach GL

1938 Roger Kelly Bob McGlashen 8 & 7 Roger Kelly Pebble Beach GL

1937 Roger Kelly Mat Palacio, Jr. 12 & 10 Ernest Combs 
Frank Hixon Pebble Beach GL

1936 Mar Palacio, Jr. J.M. Rea 1 up Roger Kelly Pebble Beach GL

1935 Jack Gaines Stuart Hawley 2 & 1 Ernie Pieper, Jr. Pebble Beach GL

1934 Stuart Hawley Don Edwards 1 up John Robbins 
Jack Nounnan Pebble Beach GL

1933 Charles Seaver Dr. Cliff Baker 2 up Pebble Beach GL

1932 Neil White Harold Thompson 3 & 2 Pebble Beach GL

1931 David Martin Ernie Pieper, Jr. 10 & 9 Pebble Beach GL

1930 Francis H.I. Brown Fay Coleman 10 & 9 Lawson Little Pebble Beach GL

1929 Jack F. Neville F.C. Stevens, Jr. 3 & 1 J.J. McHugh 
Fay Coleman Pebble Beach GL

1928 J.J. McHugh H. Chandler Egan 6 & 5 Jack Gaines Pebble Beach GL

1927 J.J. McHugh Dr. Paul M. Hunter 8 & 7 George Von Elm Pebble Beach GL

1926 H. Chandler Egan J.J. McHugh 2 & 1 Donald Moe 
Oswald Carlton Pebble Beach GL

1925 George Von Elm Frank Dolp 2 & 1 H. Chandler Egan Pebble Beach GL

1924 Capt. A. Bullock-Webster Rudie Wilhelm 7 & 5 Frank Godchaux Pebble Beach GL

1923 J.J. McHugh Fred Wright 9 & 8 Willie Hunter Pebble Beach GL

1922 Jack F. Neville Robert Hunter 11 & 9 E.S. Armstrong Pebble Beach GL

1921 Dr. Paul M. Hunter Gerald Marx 6 & 5 Paul Hunter Pebble Beach GL

1920 Dr. Paul M. Hunter E.S. Armstrong 6 & 5 Robert Hunter Pebble Beach GL

1919 Jack F. Neville Dr. C.H. Walter 5 & 4 Douglas Grant Pebble Beach GL

1918 Douglas Grant J.K. Wadley 8 & 7   Del Monte GC

1917 Chas. H. Walter Douglas Grant 1 up Douglas Grant  Del Monte GC

1916 Larry Cowing R.Y. Hayne 5 & 4   Del Monte GC

1915 E.S. Armstrong Heine Schmidt 6 & 5 Heine Schmidt  Del Monte GC

1914 H.K.B. Davis Heine Schmidt 5 & 4   Del Monte GC

1913 Jack F. Neville E.S. Armstrong 5 & 3   Del Monte GC

1912 Jack F. Neville D.P. Fredericks 10 & 9   Del Monte GC


